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of India, supposed to be akin to the Siaiti^gff i sVap&rt tn have
become Brahmanized during the last two centuries. It may
be granted that people who come in after this fashion do not

'fulfil the meaning with which the term proselyte is used in
describing the operations of a professedly missionary faith, and
that Professor Max Miiller in his Lecture clearly used the
term in this, the ordinary European, meaning. Nevertheless,
when we undertake to estimate the vitality of a religion, and
its capacity for future adaptation and development (without
which no religion can endure long), we must consider and take
account of growth by agglomeration, as well as of extension by
missionary zeal. And it is fair to argue that a religion ^hich
still possesses so much power of extension and assimilation as
Brahmanism, which has constantly produced reformers and re-
vivalists, cannot safely be set out of all calculation in forecasting
the religious future of Asia, a problem still so prodigiously
complex and obscure.

The foregoing extracts and illustrations might be amplified
considerably, but they serve to show that the views put forward
in this chapter are founded on realities of actual life around

. us in India. " The main consequence of the pacification and
settling dovhi ,of these non-Aryans under British rule has
been to encourage their absorption into the Brahmanic ritual;
and they are also directly invited to enter in by the Brahmans,
to whom come great profit and repute by these additions to the
crowd to whom then? religious ministry is indispensable. The
proselytes are riow permitted, by the great favour of the divi-
nity, to enter temple courts formerly tabooed to them, and
to' make offerings which would previously have been re-
jected with scorn. Their wives consult holy men who
would once have disdained to receive them, and are ad-
mitted to the full honour of private interviews ; they elect a
spiritual director from among the orthodox, and are enrolled
ixmong his disciples. They may even bring over their humble
deities, and get them properly Brahmanized as incarnations.
It should be explained that the spiritual director is often a
personage very different froxn and morally superior to the
priest of a temple or the holy guardian of a shrine, dealing